Children with deficits in attention, motor control and perception (DAMP) almost grown up: The contribution of various background factors to outcome at age 16 years.
Fifty-six children with and forty-five children without deficits in attention, motor control and perception (DAMP) had been recruited from the general population at age 7 years. They were followed up neuropsychiatrically at age 16 years after intermediate term follow up at age 10 and 13 years. Cases were subdivided into those with good and not good outcome on the basis of absence or presence of psychiatric and personality disorders, multiple traumatic accidents and speech and language problems at age 16 years. The presence of DAMP in itself was the strongest predictor of poor outcome. High scores for minor neurological dysfunction, low performance IQ, autistic features at age 7 years and poor reading skills at age 10 and/or 13 years were important background factors in cases with poor outcome. In the small subgroup with poor outcome among those without DAMP at age 7 years, major life events was the most important background factor.